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Week of January 4, 1992 


U.S. IMPORT AND EXPORT PRICE INDEXES NOVEMBER 1992 


WASHINGTON -- The Import Price Index declined 0.6 percent 
in November, while the Export Price Index slipped 0.1 percent, 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor 
reported. 


Import and export price indexes and percent changes 
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The import price decrease offset a 0.6 percent rise in the 
previous month and was lead by a turnaround in the index for 
imported petroleum prices, which fell 3.5 percent after rising 
2.6 percent in October. In addition, the indexes for capital 
goods, and motor vehicles--down 0.4 percent and 0.5 percent 
respectively, in November--recorded their first decreases since 
May. In contrast, the price index for imported consumer goods 
was unchanged in November while prices for foods, feeds and 
beverages were 0.2 percent higher on average. 


The decline in export prices was the third in the past four 
months, and was paced by the third consecutive monthly drop in 
prices of exported industrial supplies and materials, down 0.6 
percent, and capital goods, down 0.2 percent. In contrast, the 
price index for exports of consumer goods registered a 0.4 
percent increase, while export prices for foods, feeds and 
beverages rose 1.4 percent on average. 


# # # 





Week of January 4, 1992 


NEW JOB TRAINING REGULATIONS TO BE PUBLISHED 


WASHINGTON -- Secretary of Labor Lynn Martin has announced 
the publication of regulations implementing the Job Training 
Partnership Act (JTPA) amendments of 1992. The interim final 
rule was published in the Federal Register on Monday, Dec. 28, 
1992. 


The regulations tighten enrolee eligibility requirements. 
They are designed to improve the employability of economically 
disadvantaged adults and youth, dislocated workers and others who 
face significant employment barriers such as lack of basic 
skills, a high school diploma or homelessness. Other changes 
include: required coordination with schools and human resource 
programs, and the establishment of comprehensive services for 
youth in high poverty urban and rural areas. 


"This is the final step in an important process to help real 
people with real needs become productive citizens and 
contributing members of the work force," said Secretary Martin. 
"I am gratified to know that the four-year effort to improve the 
JTPA system is coming to a successful close. The many people 
served by JTPA are certain to benefit from improved program 
operations and delivery of services." 


The Job Training Partnership Act, implemented Oct. 1, 1983, 


authorizes the largest system of federal job training and 
retraining programs in the United States. Since its inception an 
estimated nine million people have benefited from this program. 


Individuals or groups may comment on the interim final rule 
during a 45-day comment period following Federal Register 
publication. Written comments should be addressed to the 
Assistant Secretary for Employment and Training, Department of 
Labor, Room N-4469, 200 Constitution Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 
20210. Attention: Mr. Hugh Davies, Acting Director, Office of 
Employment and Training Programs. Following review of public 
comments the Department of Labor will issue a final rule by June 
1, 1993. The amendments will be effective on July 1, 1993. 
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Week of January 4, 1992 


FILLERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


In 1990, wage and salary workers with 4 years of high school 
had median earnings of $354 a week, and those with 1-3 years of 
college earned $431. By comparison, those with 4 years of 
college earned $569, and workers with 5 or more years, $704, 


according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics' Occupational Outlook 
Quarterly. 


# # # 


In 1986, only 33 percent of high school graduates from the 
class of 1972 reported that they participated in employer- 
sponsored training on their last full-time job, compared to 60 
percent of those who went on to finish college. Employer- 
sponsored training often leads to better paying jobs, according 
to the Bureau of Labor Statistics' Occupational Outlook 
Quarterly. 


# # # 


Graduates with bachelor's degrees in economics, engineering, 
mathematics, and business had the highest earnings, and graduates 


in home economics, education, English/journalism, and liberal 
arts had the lowest, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics' 
Occupational Outlook Quarterly. 
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